June 20, 2016

and as a member of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Corps, U.S. Army, retiring with the rank
of Colonel.

Twice retired from the U.S. Army Reserve,
COL Rubini was recalled to serve on the staff
of the Hon. Paul Bremer, United States High
Commissioner for Irag. He was Senior Advisor
to the Iraq Ministry of Justice and an integral
part of the Coalition Provisional Authority in
Irag. Prior to his Middle-East service, he re-
ceived specialized training in civil affair ter-
rorism and the law of war.

Today, he serves as Administrative Law
Judge at the Office of Disability Adjudication
and Review in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania.

With sincere gratitude for years of service
and heartfelt wishes for a very happy birth-
day—and many more.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF DR.
BRUCE HARTER

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the many accomplishments of Dr.
Bruce Harter as West Contra Costa Unified
School District’'s (WCCUSD) Superintendent.

As the second longest serving super-
intendent in the history of WCCUSD, Dr.
Harter has played a large role in the district
both in and out of the classroom. During his
tenure, WCCUSD experienced significant in-
creases in the success of English Language
Learners, increases in graduation rates, de-
creases in drop-out rates, and a significant in-
crease in the proportion of graduates attend-
ing postsecondary education.

As a testament to his emphasis on address-
ing the whole child, WCCUSD has made great
strides during his service to incorporate addi-
tional student services to help students learn
and grow. To that point, WCCUSD is now the
only school district in the Bay Area to have
health centers in every high school, providing
greater physical and emotional safety, and im-
plementing social emotion programs that sub-
stantially reduced disciplinary actions.

Dr. Harter's commitment to promoting the
success and well-being of West Contra
Costa’s students is deeply appreciated by the
community that he serves, and he should be
proud of the clear and steady improvement in
overall student achievement during his serv-
ice.

| thank Dr. Harter for his service and wish
him the best of luck in his retirement.

——————

IN HONOR OF WOODGROVE GIRLS’
LACROSSE TEAM

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the girls’ lacrosse team from
Woodgrove High School in my District who re-
cently won the 2016 4A Virginia State Cham-
pionship. They practiced long hours as a
team, and this extraordinary achievement
shows how far dedication, hard work, and
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commitment to teamwork can take a group as
they played against some of the best competi-
tion in the nation

Woodgrove girls’ lacrosse team has made
Virginia’'s 10th Congressional District proud
and they have represented us well. Winning a
state championship attests to their impressive
athletic ability, unselfish mentality, and deter-
mination to succeed. | commend them for their
tireless dedication to both their school and
their teammates, without neither of which this
could have been possible. It takes a delicate
combination of superior skill and many hours
of practice to win a state title. The Woodgrove
girls’ lacrosse team has certainly earned this
honor and the lessons learned over the years
will valuably serve them as they continue on
in their lives.

They finished this year's season with an ex-
ceptional 18-3 record. The tenacity they
brought to each game is truly impressive. This
especially showed in the championship game
as they exhibited their immense skill to beat
George Mason by 12 points as they cruised to
their 3rd straight state championship title.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the Woodgrove High School
girls’ lacrosse team for their achievement and
representing Virginia’s 10th Congressional
District with such distinction. | wish them all
the best in their future endeavors.

———
CONDEMNING THE MURDER OF JO
COX, MEMBER OF BRITISH

HOUSE OF COMMONS, WHO DEDI-
CATED HER LIFE TO DEMOC-
RACY, EQUALITY AND PEACE

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to condemn the senseless murder of Jo
Cox, Member of the British House of Com-
mons who was tragically taken from us on
June 16, 2016.

Jo Cox was murdered in the street, while
fulfilling her duties as a representative of the
people.

| join in adding my voice to that of the civ-
ilized world in condemning this act of political
violence.

I mourn Jo Cox’s death and offer my deep-
est condolences to her family—particularly her
husband and two children—as well as her
friends and constituents.

Today, and far into the future, | will remem-
ber Ms. Cox, and honor her dedication to
women’s empowerment in the United Kingdom
and across the globe.

Jo Cox was a tireless advocate for gender
equity and human rights, even in one of the
world’s most challenging environments.

She carried this passion through at Oxfam,
and later in Parliament.

Jo Cox chaired the Labour Women’s Net-
work, which works to engage and encourage
women to run for political office.

She also founded UK Women, a research
institute dedicated to better understanding the
views and needs of women in the United King-
dom.

In what is a perfect testament to her spirit,
one of Jo Cox’s last acts in Parliament was to
sign a motion recognizing and celebrating the
early campaigners for women’s suffrage.
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Mr. Speaker, tragically, the loss of Jo Cox
mirrors the experiences of women and girls all
over the world, who are more likely than their
male counterparts to be targets of violence in
politics and elections.

This violence and intimidation has a real im-
pact on women’s participation as voters, can-
didates, election officials, activists and political
party leaders, and therefore threatens the in-
tegrity of global political processes, as well as
the commitment of governments to a credible
democratic process.

This senseless act of violence perpetrated
upon Jo Cox must strengthen our collective
resolve to champion an authoritative effort to
reduce and prevent violence against women in
elections.

When public and private violence and intimi-
dation does occur, resources must be avail-
able to help women access formal justice
mechanisms as well as support informal ef-
forts to resolve conflict, especially in local
communities.

The fear of participation for all people must
be taken out of politics.

Today, in honor and in memory of Jo Cox,
| reaffirm my commitment to empowering
women and girls all over the world to partici-
pate safely in political and public life.

| hope my colleagues will stand with me
today to fight violence against women and
girls, this month and for all the months to
come.

| request that the House observe a moment
of silence in honor of Jo Cox.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and so | missed Roll Call vote
number 297 regarding “United States-Carib-
bean Strategic Engagement Act of 2016”. Had
| been present, | would have voted “Yea”.

| missed Roll Call vote number 298 regard-
ing “Networking and Information Technology
Research and Development Modernization
Act”’. Had | been present, | would have voted
“Yea”.

——————

IN HONOR OF LOUDOUN COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ SOCCER

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 20, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize the girls’ soccer team from Loudoun
County High School in my District who re-
cently won the 2016 4A Virginia State Cham-
pionship. They practiced long hours as a
team, and this extraordinary achievement
shows how far dedication, hard work, and
commitment to teamwork can take a group as
they played against some of the best competi-
tion in the nation.

This team has made Virginia’'s 10th Con-
gressional District proud and they have rep-
resented us well. Winning a state champion-
ship attests to their impressive athletic ability,
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